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See page six

for Simply Sizzling Sausages

Community Null
and Void
Owners on Cabanyes will be aware of the ac on in the court of
Sant Feliu de Guixols on the 14 June 2016 and the judgment
delivered on the 12 July 2016 which has eﬀec vely resulted in
the closure of Comunitat de Propietaris Vizcondo de Cabanyes –
the Owners' Community.
There is nothing to be gained by repea ng here the contents of
the document which was emailed to owners and displayed in the
post room. It sets out in detail key points regarding the legal
decision, the Town Hall and ownership.
Support from and communica on with the Town Hall appears to
have been disappoin ng. Some owners who are solely inves ng
to rent their proper es and the 50% who have not made their
payment to the Associa on perhaps have li le or no interest in
the community.
Con nued on page three.

Brexit

The experts’ view on Taxa on,
Residence and Pensions.
See pages four and ﬁve.

Catalan spoken
here, here and here.

Culinary Creations
from Asian Nations
on page eight.

Pa e six

The return of Geoﬀ's Jo ngs.

See page seven

Panto
rehearsals get
under way!
See page eight

Our thanks to our sponsors
Quality Estates, our main sponsor, has
been generously suppor ng The Perch
since the very ﬁrst edi on. QE is the all
round Real Estate, Holiday Le ng,
Construc on and Maintenance Company. Whether you
want to buy or sell a property, need a complete
reconstruc on of your villa, a new kitchen, an extension
added or an inﬁnity pool, they will fulﬁl your dreams.
They oﬀer a range of services including pool
maintenance, gardening, cleaning and repairs so that
your home will stay in an immaculate condi on. You will
love the Costa Brava when you book your holiday with
them. Whether you need an apartment for two
overlooking the beach or an estate for 14 people, they
have it for you. Based in Sant Antoni de Calonge you can
contact them on 972 653 955, by email at info@qualityestates.com or visit www.quality-estates.com

The Perch
Twenty-Fivers
Honours Board
MARK & DEBORAH NANKIVELL
BOB & MARGOT CAREFULL
STEVE & SUE BROWN
ANNA VAN HOOFF
DEREK & CATHERINE FARLEY
DENIS & PAT HARTLEY
ANDREA BROOM

Al Vent, our second
corporate sponsor, is a service
company that provides regular
domes c cleaning, maintenance and monitoring
services to property owners in the region. They also
organise repairs, pain ng and renova ons and are
ﬂexible and responsive in mee ng their clients’ needs.
Their tourist services for tenants include recep on,
informa on and assistance with excursions, car hire and
help in the event of an emergency. They assist with a
wide range of issues including dealing with taxa on,
u lity companies, municipal procedures, oﬃcial
documenta on and insurance of your home, car and
health. They can be contacted on 972 652 119 or by
email at alvent@alvent.cat and the website is at
www.alvent.cat

CE Consul ng, which is
based in Calonge, works with
all types of businesses,
professionals and individuals, providing comprehensive
integrated advisory services. Their agility and eﬃciency
enables them to always respond appropriately to the
needs of their customers. In Business Consul ng they
cover legal ma ers such as sales, acquisi ons and reorganisa ons. Financial Management includes
restructuring of loans and increased banking facili es
while Corporate Restructuring covers feasibility plans
and business reorienta on. Due diligence and economic
evalua on are services found within Financial Audit. As
Consul ng Lawyers they are expert in business, labour,
civil and administra ve law. And last but not least CE
oﬀer Human Resources Consul ng. See their website
www.consul nggirona.es while they can be reached on
972 109 613 or by email at girona@ceconsul ng.es
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PEPE & CHARLES MOUNTAIN
INGER & ǺKE ANDERSSON
DAVID & LINDA PILKINGTON
TWO ANONYMOUS

The Perch Twenty-Fivers are those
kind people, shown above, who
have donated in total at least €25
towards our printing costs in the
recent past. The 'Honours Board'
shows our appreciation publicly for
their generosity. If you would like to
donate please place a contribution
in a sealed envelope with your
name and contact details in caseta
275 or contact us by email at
viewfromtheperch@gmail.com

The Perch
The History
The Perch ﬁrst appeared in 2009 much to the
surprise, not to say bewilderment, of the
residents of Vizcondado de Cabanyes. Since
then, it has become a source of informa on
about developments locally as well as on issues
that can be of importance to its readers.
Occasionally, ﬁc on masquerades as fact,
proving, if nothing else, that you can s ll fool
some of the people some of the me.

The Team
Editor: John Duncan
Deputy Editor & Designer: Helen Duncan
Contributors: Silvia Aranda, Geoﬀ Benson,
Narcis Corominas, Denis and Pat Hartley, Paul
Mercer, Arturo Prades, Francesc Rebled, Alyona
Strange.
Contact: Caseta 275
Email: viewfromtheperch@gmail.com
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Hola!

and welcome to the
29th edition of The Perch

N

ot surprisingly, I have strong feelings of disappointment.
Disappointment over the Comunidad. And disappointment
because we dare not express our true feelings about the
way this has happened.
Dare we hope that residents will rally round to deal with the
ma ers listed below in ‘Null and Void’? Surely enough people care
despite those who do not?
And a word for those who have worked so hard to achieve the
dream that so many share – that of maintaining Cabanyes as the
special place. They know who they are; the ones that have gone door
to door, caseta to caseta, email to email, mee ng to mee ng. They
each and every one deserved a be er outcome.
Perhaps it was simply an impossible dream. Only me will tell.
Meanwhile the word on many peoples' lips, and not just those of
the Bri sh, is Brexit. Whether you were a Remain or a Leave or an
ineligible in the Referendum, are ﬁred up or fed up with coverage on
social media or enlightened or enraged by the many and varied
opinions of bankers, poli cians, economists or journalists it is a hot
subject that is diﬃcult to ignore. And for many on Cabanyes, there is
every reason to be concerned as to the future, par cularly over
pensions, taxa on and residency. We hope that the experts' views
that follow will help to clarify some of the issues to be faced over the
coming years.
But before we get too serious, we s ll have ample me to savour
sausages and sushi, to buy our ckets to watch Peter Pan and the
Pirates and enjoy the moment when Camelot becomes Palamos.
And to believe that Cabanyes can and will remain a special place.
John Duncan

Null and Void (continued)
In the likely absence of an appeal against the verdict, the
consequences are a ma er of concern to many owners on Cabanyes
who have stressed to The Perch that there is now no representa ve
group to lobby with the Town Hall, ask for street cleaning to be done
regularly and organise extra bins for the summer. There is also no one
to organise a gardener to supplement the Town Hall's eﬀort, to open
and close the post box building and maintain it, to act in the event of
any unwelcome planning applica ons or to press for CCTV in
response to burglaries.
The general view appears to be that and it is diﬃcult to see how
these issues can be sa sfactorily resolved and that this is an
extremely disappoin ng end to a massive amount of work
which should have led to improvements for all.
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Brexit
The surprise vote on June 23 in favour of the UK leaving the European Union unleashed shockwaves
across the global economy, wiping trillions oﬀ the value of global assets. Its immediate impact on the
UK economy has been more mixed but what might it mean to those who spend all or part of their me
here in Spain? We asked three experts to look at the key areas of taxa on, pensions and ﬁrstly,
residence.

T

he concern of Bri sh ci zens who live in Spain is no ceable, even though the Interim Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
echoed David Cameron's comments oﬀering a message of “calm and serenity” to Bri sh ci zens in Spain and Spanish
ci zens in the UK.

However, it will be two years from the formal no ﬁca on of the UK's withdrawal from the European Union and during
that me the security of the legal rela onships between the UK and the EU do not change, as pointed out by the Interim
Prime Minister. Nevertheless, what really worries people are the
employment rules, freedom of movement, pension rights,
electoral rights and so on, even though these will not change
By Arturo Prades of CE Consul ng.
during that me.

P

Spanish law does not allow dual na onality for Bri sh
residents in Spain, but in spite of this, Spanish can get dual
na onality in the UK because Bri sh law recognises it and
Spanish law allows it too. However, Spanish law does not allow
Bri sh ci zens to maintain this duality when they are in Spain. To
apply for Spanish na onality ci zens of the UK would have to
renounce Bri sh na onality.
According to the Jus ce Department, Spain only allows dual
na onality with La n American countries, Andorra, Philippines,
Equatorial Guinea or Portugal. That means that for the Bri sh the
ways to achieve Spanish na onality are via residence, by
becoming a Spanish ci zen and giving up Bri sh na onality and
passport, or via marriage to a Spaniard or if one or both parents
or grandparents is Spanish, even if they were born outside Spain.
There is a movement led by journalists, Giles Tremle and
William Chisle , which asks the Spanish Government to allow
dual na onality for Bri sh residents who have been living in
Spain for ten years or more. They are leading the campaign to
collect signatures through the pla orm h ps://www.change.org.
Giles wants to make it clear that “we want to be Spanish,
European and Bri sh”. He has spent 25 years living in Spain,
where he arrived as a correspondent for the Guardian, and
knows what it means to take root in a diﬀerent place from his
birthplace, raise a family and incorporate new customs and
tradi ons.
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Contributed by Mr. Francesc Rebled, Partner at Rebled
Advocats, a na onal law ﬁrm based in Girona and Calonge (CE
Consul ng) providing legal advice and representa on services
to individuals and companies locally and globally.

A

n increased level of uncertainty within the
expat community has been created since the
UK referendum
regarding membership of
the EU last June. Since
the exit vote, most of the
messages from the UK
Government are focussed
on retaining foreign
investments and not on clarity about the es mated
1.2 million Bri sh living in other EU countries of
whom 250,000 live in Spain.
A er Brexit, the UK would have three
alterna ves. One is to join Iceland and Norway in the
European Economic Area (EEA), or, secondly, move
alongside Switzerland in the European Free Trade
Area (EFTA). It is clear that the price to pay for these
would be con nuing to follow current EU rules on
freedom of movement. Otherwise it will be ge ng
individual agreements with the 27 EU country
members as with the US.
The annual increases under the triple-lock
guarantee (the higher of inﬂa on, the increase in
average earnings or 2.5%) depend on where people
emigrate. That up ra ng in the pension is guaranteed
within the European Economic Area (EEA) that
includes EU countries, Switzerland and Gibraltar.
Con nued on next page

Pensions continued
I personally do not see the scenario where the pensions and the health rights are automa cally stopped, mainly in
Spain. On the one hand the UK will get a heavy increase on its health bill while on the other, Spain gets a beneﬁcial
economical impact through direct and indirect taxes and general expenditure.
A diﬀerent story will be the exchange rate GBP versus EUR. It is clear to me that the UK Government will use its
monetary policy to reac vate the economy in front of uncertain economical scenarios. That will reduce the
economical expenditure of expats within EU and, for sure, in Spain.
The upcoming months will become really interes ng on the high level poli cal discussions. I wish our regional and
na onal poli cians would have the same commitment on ge ng agreements when discussing independency aﬀairs
between Catalunya and Spain!
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Silvia Aranda of CE Consul ng explains.
The exit of UK from the European Union could involve
some tax consequences in Spain. The most aﬀected ones
are those that are Non Tax Resident and owning a
property in Spain.

Non-resident income tax (own use and le ng)
The general tax rate for 2016 is 24%, but if the taxpayer
is resident in a member state of the European Union (EU)
or in a country with an agreement on the European
Economic Area (EEA), the tax rate is 19%. If the UK leaves
the EU and a European Economic Area (EEA) is not
signed, an increase of 5% will aﬀect all the incomes
generated as a non tax resident.

resident in Spain, that earns money ren ng their
property will not be able to deduct any expenses
on their tax return. It means that their tax base
will be the whole amount of the income.

Capital Gain exemp on by selling your
main residency in Spain
The taxpayer resident in the EU or EEA that has a
capital gain from selling the property that was
their main residence in Spain, will be free of tax if
the money received from selling the property is
reinvested in a new main residence within the EU.
That exemp on will not apply when the money
reinvested will not be within the EU.

Inheritance dona ons tax
On September the third, 2014 the Jus ce Tribunal
of the European Union ruled against Spain for the
discriminatory treatment to non-residents
regarding the inheritances and dona ons* tax.
Spain has added in the law 26/2014 a modiﬁca on
on the rules of this tax that let non-residents apply
for the autonomic reduc ons, as long as the tax
payer is resident in EU or EEA Country.
Therefore if the UK leaves the European Union
without making an agreement in being part of the
European Economic Area it will mean that the
Bri sh ci zen has to pay tax on inheritance and
dona ons in Spain and the corresponding
autonomic reduc ons will not apply.

Letting your property?
If you are le ng your property in Spain as a non
resident tax payer and you are resident in the EU or your
country has signed an EEA agreement, ALL the expenses
related with the income generated are deduc ble.
Therefore if the UK leaves the European Union without
making an agreement in being part of the European
Economic Area it will mean that the Bri sh ci zen, non-

*Applicable when a property is given/donated
rather than a legacy in a will.
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If you visit Catalonia (autonomous
Community of Spain) for your ﬁrst
me, you realise that local people talk
to each other in another language,
sounds like Spanish but not Spanish,
even a er a second glass of wine, you
know you are right! They speak
Catalan, our co-oﬃcial language.
I suppose that some of you who
live or spend a lot of me in the
Cabanyes area, studied or are
studying Catalan, so that you will be
able to travel and to speak Catalan in
three other countries part from Catalonia.
While Catalan is not the most widely spoken language
in Catalonia, thanks to a big Andalucía's immigra on in the
six es, Spanish s ll dominates the scene, but Catalonia is
not the only place where it is spoken. During the middle
ages it saw a golden period as the literary and dominant

language of the Crown of Aragon and it was
widely used all over the Mediterranean, basically in
Catalonia, Valencia, Murcia and Balearic islands
(which include Majorca, Minorca, Ibiza and
Formentera).
In the Pyrenees Orientals region of Roussillon in
the south of France due thanks to this territory once
belonging to Spain you can s ll hear Catalan, although
it is not an oﬃcial language in France.
It is also spoken in Alghero (Algherese) on the
Italian island of Sardinia a er the Catalan conquest.
Funnily enough, Andorra, the sixth smallest country in
Europe, known before as a tax haven, is the only
place in the world where Catalan is the na onal and sole
oﬃcial language.
Around 12 million people speak Catalan, are you one of
them?
Visca Catalunya i Visca els Catalans.
Narcis Corominas

Eat Drink and be Merry
Every me we go to Menorca, one of the ﬁrst things we buy (apart from a case of wine) is a
local delicacy, called sobrasada. It is a tradi onal sausage from the Balearic islands and in fact
it is more like a spread, pâté-like. You can see
it in every butchers shop in diﬀerent forms but
always in the same colour – deep red.
It originated around the 14th century and
is made from minced pork, paprika and
some mes cayenne pepper to add more spiciness. Some like it hot
(spicy) but some, like me, like it sweet, with a drizzle of honey on the
top of the toast with mel ng sobrasada. In the old days people added
le overs from the pig into it, now it is almost always made from high
quality pork.
Sobrasada is also popular in Catalonia but for me it never has the same ﬂavour as in Menorca, besides, here it
has to compete with 17 other oﬃcially recognized sausages types! The town of Vic is very famous for its sausages,
especially for llonganissa that has the EU's pres gious PGI (name-protected) status. You can always tell that the
sausage is from Vic by its price tag…yes, a bit on the expensive side. It is eaten raw, similar to Italian salami.
Among other popular sausages are La Morcilla – a blood sausage, which is commonly used in many stews but
also fried or grilled. Normally the meat is mixed with rice and/or onion, which adds a par cular sweetness, just
wonderful.
Bu farra is the king of Catalan sausages. There are two types, a blood sausage (Negra) or a white (Blanca).
Bu farra dolça - a specialty of Empordà - is a lean pork sausage cured with sugar and seasoned with cinnamon.
Fuet (the whip) is a long, thin sausage made with pork and air dried, very o en used as a pica pica. And of course
the Xoriço - known as chorizo, a mild or spicy pork sausage.
With all this meat I wonder if there are any vegetarians in Catalonia…
Bon proﬁt!

Alyona Strange

6

Geoﬀ’s Jottings
We've done a fair bit of travelling this year, with a substan al amount by air. A er one par cularly terrifying landing, I
had an idea that the cabin crew would switch on the microphone and say:
“Ladies and gentleman, please remain in your seats un l Captain Crash and his crew have brought what's le
of the airplane to a screeching halt at the gate. And once the tyre smoke has cleared and the warning alarms
are silenced, we'll open the doors so you can pick your way through the wreckage to the terminal building.”
So it is a relief to come to this li le corner of Spain, surrounded by hundreds of thousands of acres of cork-oak trees on
rolling hillsides, which some have come to regard as their piece of heaven-upon-earth. They jokingly say “Ah yes!
Cabanyes – twinned with Camelot!” in light-hearted reference to that fabled spot, where, according to the lyrics of
Lerner and Loewe at any rate, the climate is perfect. And if it is not en rely accurate to say that the rain never falls un l
a er sundown, and that winter exits March the second on the dot, in truth it is generally held that the climate is very
agreeable here.
But of course, it is not without its problems , which led me to muse, thinking on the musical hit, Camelot, about our
nearest town (If you don't remember the tune then before you go any further - it's on YouTube! Suggest you watch the
Richard Burton performance. Then head straight back here for Geoﬀ's Palamos! Ed.) .

Palamos!
(With apologies to Lerner & Loewe – and probably everyone else as well!)
It's true! Verdad! The ajuntament have made it clear
The highways must be chaos all the year!
If you see a friend when you are driving
You have to stop and chat or they'll be cross
No ma er if you're across a traﬃc island,
In Palamos.
The town hall have constructed further roundabouts
With exits like a ﬂippin' Maltese Cross
On 'Once de Se embre' or thereabouts
In Palamos.
Palamos! Palamos!
I know it sounds a bit bizarre
But in Palamos! Palamos!
You can barely park your car.
The car parks are only free just a er sundown
By eight, the traﬃc wardens must reappear
With luck it might be poss, they will not give a toss,
'cos they're opening one more tapas bar right here in Palamos!
Palamos! Palamos!
I know there are loads of cars
But in Palamos! Palamos!
They're outnumbered by the bars!
In August the crowds are simply frigh ul
By nine pm they're drinking loads of beer,
But you can keep your isles of Kos, Ibiza, Mykonos,
'cos we're happy ever a er right here in Palamos!
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Palamos Harbour

Fins aviat!
Geoﬀ Benson

Hartley Recommended
What: Fulin is a Chinese Restaurant in Playa D'Aro. Tastefully
decorated, with an aquarium dividing the interior dining area,
it oﬀers both a gastronomic and visual delight.
Why: Restaurant Fulin oﬀers a varied choice of individual Chinese dishes,
plus an Asia c Menu del Dia at €12.95. For those who like Japanese cuisine,
there is an extensive choice of dishes, including, amongst others, hot sushi,
nigri, futomaki and others too numerous to men on. They also oﬀer mix and
match menus, and menus based on the number of diners. The Japanese
Menu del Dia is priced at €14.95
Where: C/Juli Garreta 10, 17250, Playa d'Aro: opposite the pay car park and play fountains. Tel: 972 818 530.
Email: info@fulin.com Website: www.restaurantchinofulin.com
When: Every day from 11.30 to 16.00 and 18.30 to 00.30.
Whoops: The price for Menu del Dia doesn't include drinks. One of our favourite dishes is roasted duck with
bamboo and mushrooms, but we always seem to be out for a duck, as the por ons are so large.
Wow: : With almost 150 diﬀerent dishes on oﬀer, there is something for everyone, including vegetarians. There is
also ample free parking nearby.
Wit: Don't go 'quackers' over the choice of duck dishes.

Pat Hartley

PANTOTIME
Yes, it's that me of year again, and once more there is a treat
in store for everyone a ending this fourth Costa Brava
pantomime en tled “Peter Pan, and the Pirates of Palamos”.
Talented writer, Tony Tysoe, tells The Perch that it is
entertainment for the whole family. “It is a thoroughly
modern reworking of the classic tale of a boy who can ﬂy and
never grows up. It has delighted audiences of the young and
young-at-heart since it was ﬁrst performed on the London
stage over a century ago”. he explains. ”There's plenty of
audience par cipa on, live music, colourful costumes, jokes, a
principal boy, a dame, and even some crocodiles while it also
features a healthy dose of innova on and con nues the
tradi on that has served pantomime so well over the years.”
Although the play is in English, the audience each year
comprises largely of na onali es who do not have English as
their ﬁrst language but who nevertheless enjoy an evening of
fun and entertainment. And cket sales proceeds (a er costs)
go to a noteworthy local charity.
Paul Mercer/JD
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THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN are (or should that be ‘is’) at the Vose, Palamos at 20:30 on Thursday, 27th October. It is a remake
of the 1960 western ﬁlm of the same name, which in turn was a remake of the 1954 Japanese ﬁlm
Seven Samurai which in turn was...the bit that I made up. The ﬁlm received mixed reviews from
cri cs, although the cast was praised, and has grossed over $100 million worldwide, before adding in
our euros, of course. One reviewer said ” “Magniﬁcent" is pushing it, but "The Magniﬁcent
Seven" - the latest spin on the classic outlaw tale - comes in guns blazing, sweeps the town and
gets the job done.”
And who can resist Denzel Washington? Go for it.

